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The history of the spread and flourishing of the teachings of Buddha, the King of the Shakyas, are shared throughout the universe and in particular in Tibet has been illuminated by many great scholars and masters of the past.
The great masters Khenpo Khenlop Chosum, Guru Padmasambhava and the Dharma-king Trisong Duetsen introduced the Ngagyur Nyingma tradition ( the Ancient Translation School) by first translating the entire sutras and tantras into the Tibetan language. Their blessed efforts enabled the teachings of the Buddha Dharma to flourish like the shining sun. 

The Transmission and Experiential teachings and practice of Great Buddha in this fortunate eon spread in every corners of the noble land of India. Even though the Buddha did not come to the Land of Snow –Tibet in reality, and it was unfortunate of Tibet not to have his real presence, but there were emanations of Avalokiteshvara, Vajrapani and Manjushree, the Three Family Lords: Chogyal Moeyon Namsum, and the twenty five disciples of Guru Padmasambhava. They all vowed to nurture Tibet and brought the teachings of the Buddha into light.

As it is said in the Eight Thousand Verses of the Prajnaparamita Sutra: 

“Shariputra, the teachings of the transcendental wisdom and its related sutra will flourish in the Southern province after the parinirvana of the Buddha and at the end when Dharma will diminish. From the South it will be brought to the barbaric land and from that barbaric land it will be brought to the Northern direction because the Vinaya teachings will not be their antidote.” 

Also from the sutra requested by King Drimed states: 

“2500 years after the parinirvana of the Buddha, the Dharma teachings will be flourished in the land of the red face, and so on and so forth.” 

1. The Beginning of the Dharma 

When Lhatho Thori Nyen Tsen, the incarnation of the Bodhisattva Kuntuzangpo was in Yumbu Lagang Palace, a golden casket landed on the rooftop of the palace. When he opened it he saw the Hundredfold Homage for Mending Breaches, Skt. Sakshi Purnam Sudraka. A mould engraved with the Dharanis of Chintamani. In it was the Sutra Designed as a Jewel Chest, Skt: Ratnakaranda Sutra; the Six Syllables and a Golden Stupa. The prophecy said that in five generations the meaning of those would be understood. This was the way the Dharma was first established.
 

2. The Tradition Established 

It is said in the Root Manjushree Tantra: 

In the land named as “Divine” (Lha),
Situated in the mountains of snow,
A king called as the Divine,
Will be born in the family of Litsabi. 

Such as this and other similar prophecies, a great being, King Songtsen Gampo, an emanation of Avalokiteshvara was born. He was crowned as the King at the age of 13. Since there was no written language at that time in Tibet, he sent his wisest minister, Thonmi Sambhota to India to study the Sanskrit language. Thonmi Sambhota learned and mastered different fields and in particular, the art of language. He then created the Tibetan written language and composed the Eight Texts of Tibetan Language. He also translated the 21 sutras and tantras of Avalokiteshvara and so forth. The Dharma King Songtsen Gampo propagated the 10 wholesome actions and enforced the 16 pure humanitarian doctrines. From the heart of the sandalwood trees of southern India he revealed the Eleven-Face Avaloketishvara. He also revealed the other emanations of the Wrathful Mother: the Nepali Lady Thritsun, Buddha Akshobya (Lha Mikyod Dorje), Jampa Chhokhor, and a Mother Tara from a sandalwood and so forth. From China he invited Kong Jo, the emanation of Noble Mother Tara and a twelve-year-old Buddha Shakyamuni. And later built many monasteries for the vinaya practice. From India he invited the great master Kusara, and from China he invited the great scholar Hashang Mahayana and others. Having invited them, they began the Dharma teachings translating the Tripitakas and the Root tantras. 

3. The Flourishment of the Dharma 

Thrisong Duetsen, the emanation of Noble Manjushree inscribed the phophecy on a copper plate that during the period of the rule from his grandfather Srongtsen Gampo and to his great grandson Gyalpo De that Dharma would flourish. After the installation, all came true as Songtsen Gampo became the King when he was thirteen years old. Till he was 20 he flourished the Dharma and cultivating the precious mind to benefit all sentient beings. 

King Songtsen Gampo invited the Zahor Khenpo Bodhisattva Shanta Rakshita to gave the teachings on the 10 virtuous actions and the 18 psychophysical constituents. During that time the demon and evil was hostile and forceful knowing that it was impossible to tame through peaceful manner, King Songtsen Gampo envisioned the powerful activity of Guru Pemasambhava, who was endowed with miraculous power and magical display. Subsequently, Guru Pemasambhava  was invited as prophesized. He then subdued all evil and malicious beings and made them vow to protect the Buddha Dharma. Through his miraculous power he traveled all corners of Tibet and blessed each and every place he visited. Khenpo investigated the place, and Guru Pemasambhava brought all gods and demons under his power and control. Keeping in example of the Odantapuri temple, they built the Samye Temple. 

Then Khenpo and Guru Pemasambhava translated many texts of Sutra and Tantras. Wishing to plant the foundation of Buddha Dharma, they trained the most intelligent children of Tibet to become translators. They invited holy masters and teachers from India and founded the vinaya tradition of the Buddha Dharma. Translators like Vairochana, Kawapeltseg and Chogro Luigyaltsen, who were the emanations of Manjushree, translated the Kangyur, the canon, and the Tangyur, the commentaries to the Buddha’s teachings. 

In the snowy mountains, cliff hills and lakes Guru Pemasambhava buried treasure teachings and spread the glorious sun of the Buddha Dharma in every corners of Tibet. Although later, during the time of King Langdarma, the teachings of the sutra diminished yet great lamas like Gongpa Rabsel, Mar Yo and Tsang and other revived the Vinaya tradition and thus it was called the Latter Phase of Vinaya practice. The tradition of the Secret Tantra that is alive here in this present day is because of the kindness of Nubchen Sangyay Yeshe and so forth. 

4. Specifying the Dharma Lineage of Ngagyur Nyingmapa in particular 

In the Vajrayana tradition of the ancient translation school there are: 

1. The extraordinary long (Kama) oral lineage; 
2. The extraordinary direct revealed treasure lineage; and 
3. The extraordinary profound pure vision lineage.  

First, the Kama lineage is: 

1. The wisdom mind lineage of the Buddhas; 
2. The symbolic lineage of the awareness-holders; and 
3. The person to person oral lineage.  

Second, the direct Terma lineages: 

In the degenerate time it might be possible that the blessings of the Kama lineage could become frail because of many interruptions in its stream, or veiled by broken commitments (samaya) and unadulterated by evil spirits. Revealed treasures are teachings revealed by Tertons or treasure revealers. They are emanations of the great Orgyen Guru. Their being are nurtured by him giving them empowerments and instructions of maturation and entrusted with the power to reveal the undiminished warm breath of the Dakinis. These are incomparable and powerful blessings of the direct lineage. These profound lineages are counted as six, seven and nine lineage traditions. 

The six-lineages tradition: 

1. The wisdom mind lineage of the Buddhas; 
2. The symbolic lineage of the awareness-holders; 
3. The person to person oral lineage; 
4. The Dakini-entrusted lineage; 
5. The lineage empowered by enlightened aspiration; and 
6. The Whispered Oral Teachings lineage. 

The seven-lineage tradition: 

1. The wisdom mind lineage of the Buddhas; 
2. The symbolic lineage of the awareness-holders; 
3. The person to person oral lineage; 
4. The Dakini-entrusted lineage; 
5. The lineage empowered by enlightened aspiration; 
6. The lineage of prophetically declared spiritual succession; and 
7. The lineage of instruction of experience.  

The nine-lineage tradition: 

1. The wisdom mind lineage of the Buddhas; 
2. The symbolic lineage of the awareness-holders; 
3. The person to person oral lineage; 
4. The Dakini-entrusted lineage; 
5. The lineage empowered by enlightened aspiration;

6. The lineage of prophetically declared spiritual succession;

7. The lineage of instruction of experience; 
8. The Red oral lineage; and 
9. The enlightened activity practice lineage. 

 

3. The classification or differentiation of the revealed treasure: 

In general, there are infinite numbers of revealed treasure because of the different level of capacities of beings to be tamed, befitting them, that many treasures are there. Yet to specify them briefly: 

First, the treasure classified through its origin are the treasure revealed from earth, rocks, mountains, cliffs, lakes and so forth are called the Earth Treasure. 

Second, treasure left as magical letters in the sky, which cannot be destroyed or changed by elements, but later revealed to individual treasure revealers are called the Sky Treasures. 

Third, beings endowed with the utmost stability of their meditation on the luminosity of view, the profound dharma treasure that naturally erupts unceasingly from the great expanse are the Treasures of the Enlightened View, and 

Fourth, when impure vision of deluded appearances are exhausted, the treasure revealed through the nature of pure vision is called the Profound Pure Vision Treasure. 


Classification of Treasures as per their nature: 

1. Because of the vast and profound nature in the aspect of the teachings of the Buddhas 
and the commentaries are called the Dharma Treasures; 
2. The treasures found in as gold, silver, precious jewels and so forth are called the 
Wealth Treasures; 
3. Treasure revealed in the form of amrita, nectar, Dharma medicine and so forth are the 
Sacred Holy Substance Treasures. 

Classification of Treasures as per view of opinion or belief: 

1. A complete source of unmistaken path taught for an individual toward enlightenment is 
called the Revealed Dharma Treasure; 
2. Activities and applications shown in partial or in little pieces are called the Branch 
Treasures.  

5. The Purpose of the Revealed Treasure: 

As the master Jigme Lingpa said: “The purpose of the revealed treasure is so that dharma teachings will not disappear; that pith instructions will not be mistaken; that blessings will not fade, and the connection will be direct, and make the lineage closer.” 

Merely revealing a treasure reduces the power of negativities of human and non-human beings. It develops the splendor and blessings of positive qualities. It pacifies the misfortune of sickness, famine, warfare, dispute and so forth. It is also said that it pacifies the obstacles in the life and enlightened activities of dharma lineage holders and immediately gives birth to good qualities. In brief, it multiplies in abundance of dharma, wealth and prosperity. It will bring wondrous excellence to the enlightened activities of the four liberations even at the peak of degenerate time when the vinaya does not exist. It will flourish the secret tantra without declining, and perpetuate the vast enlightened activities of liberating all sentient beings that are hard to be tamed. As the speech of Guru Rinpoche says: “In the time of degeneration, the doctrine of the Buddha will be nurtured by the Treasure teachings.” Like these precious words it is been said that till the teaching of the Buddha Maitreya appear and spread, the profound treasure of the Tantra will prevail without diminishing. 

6. The Classification of the Profound Pure Vision Lineage 

Although it is not necessary to classify the teachings of the Profound Pure Vision Lineage as all of these either fall into the Sky Treasure lineage or Enlightened Mind Treasure lineage, yet in the terms of Ancient Translation it is said: the distant lineage Kama; the closer lineage Terma; and the extremely closer lineage the Profound Pure Vision lineage. 

Therefore, it is classified into the three-lineage tradition. Here it is described briefly the origination of the Profound Pure Vision lineage in two aspects: 

1. Authenticated through the teachings and prophecies of the Enlightened Ones, and 

2. How the Panditas of India and the accomplished masters of Tibet received these 
Heart Treasures, Enlightened Mind Treasures and the Sky Treasures they revealed. 
 

As it is said in the Bodhisattva Sublime Aspirational Prayers:  

May all sentient beings hear
The unceasing sound of Dharma
From birds, from trees,
From all the light and rays, and from the sky. 

Like that, because sublime beings through the powerful aspiration of bodhicitta do not lack the absence of any phenomenon, they hear the unceasing sounds of Dharma from elements, wild animals, from the sky and so on. This aspect shows how the Enlightened Mind Treasures are revealed through the Profound Pure Vision. Moreover, because there is only pure vision in the sublime beings’ nature, not single impure phenomena arise. The vast appearances of the profound instructions arise from the ever-revolving wheel of eternity of past, present and future, which arises the continual wondrous and marvelous deities of the three roots and the teachings of dharma. 

All these infinite treasures revealed from the vast expanse realization of Panditas of India and accomplished masters of Tibet, and Tertons (treasure revealers) and their mind treasure appropriate for beings depending on individual inspiration and intellectual capacities and fortunate beings that are worthy said from the sutra as: 

When the confidence of certainty of the ultimate is found,
The myriads dharma treasures overflow in the mind. 

Hence, the appearance of the profound pure vision dharma is proved through such statement. 

Although the life and liberation of this master is extremely vast yet, I mention it briefly to revive the devotion by explaining briefly the birth of the treasure teachings of the great awareness-holder, Dharma-king, Treasure Revealer, Nyima Drakpa Tsal. He was the supreme among the beings that tasted the speech nectar of Drubwang Dzogchen Pema Rigdzin and developed the strength of teachings and realization, and manifested the state of the self-realization Dharmakaya. Nyima Drakpa Tsal was empowered as the King of the Profound Treasure of the Vajra Transmission of the Second Buddha, Orgyen Guru Rinpoche. He was proclaimed and praised among the Great Treasure Revealers who came to dispel the darkness of the degenerate time of this world. Although from the primordial beginning he is enlightened. Yet, the way of his manifestation to liberate sentient beings of delusion, and coming into existence into this world was in this manner. 

The profound proclamations from the words of Orgyen Dorje Chang say that Nyima Drakpa Tsal is the incarnation of the sublime Avalokiteshvara. Guru Rinpoche says: “You are the Lotsawa, translator of Pema, an incarnation of Eased in Nature of Reality, Avalokiteshvara. The power of your motivation is immensely strong. At the peak of Kaliyuga, in the time when it is tough to tame savage beings, you will come across this profound teachings, and you will guide many sentient beings to the path of liberation.”  

Therefore, noble Avalokiteshvara is not like the bodhisattvas of the tenth bhumi but Nyima Drakpa Tsal is the sambhogakaya, vajra speech of all Buddhas, yet appearing as the king of bodhisattvas he fulfills the benefit of all sentient beings. Such kind of precious qualities is hard to express or realize even by bodhisattvas, let alone by ordinary beings. It is the domain only of the omniscient enlightened mind. 

However, to mention it briefly, when Guru Rinpoche came to Tibet, Nyima Drakpa Tsal was born as Lotsawa Luyi Wangpo, who translated many sutras and tantras into Tibetan. He served to write and conceal many profound treasure teaching. After a series of change of various births in the different intermediate existence he came as the Great Terton. 

Also in the Pema Kathang says: 

Incredible will be his form and clothing,
Incredible will be the teachings of the doctrine.
The incredible imprint of the virtuous activities will appear,
The source of the treasure of three regions of Kham Sinmo
Without remains will be revealed as the sign appear.
He will appear as one called as Khampa Nyima Drak. 

This kind of prophecies have been mentioned not only once but repeatedly proclaimed through many profound scriptures. Nyima Drakpa Tsal was born in the Nangchen region of Do Kham province to Jamme Yonpo Karma Namgyal and Laza Sonamtso in the 11th cycle Fire Female Pig Year (1647). He relied upon the lotus feet of Dzogchen Pema Rigdzin offering his possession, service and practice. He received the entire sutra and tantra teachings and moreover he received all the pith instructions like a vase completely filled and merged the mind of the teacher and student in union. Also he received the complete empowerments and instructions from many other non-sectarian doctrine holders. 

Nyima Drakpa Tsal easily mastered meditation the contemplation and meditation without hearing. At 23 he was blessed by the Second Buddha, Guru Rinpoche. He saw Guru Rinpoche with the assembly of dakas and dakinis and received the prophecy for revealing profound treasures. Once when he went to visit to the sacred lake Gaya Dhari, which is known as the dark red Rakta from a boulder, a smoke blew out and fiery flame started to blaze. Picking a stick with his hand he placed into the rock, which made a transparent unobstructed hole. As he held the first revealed profound treasure in three scrolls, wondering if it was a dream or reality, immense joy and happiness arose. At that time as prophesized by the dakini he went to the Sinmo Dzong in Kham. Although at the very beginning to do his three year strict retreat in Kham Shak Dorje Nying Dzong, there was huge turbulence and disturbances from the non human, yet sitting with the perfection of the radiance of meditation and subjugation through non-conceptualization, his meditation enhanced and his realization manifested as all appearance and sound arose as impartial self-appearance (Rang Nang). He summoned negative sights as fortune; received obstacles as accomplished blessings, and all appearance and existence arose as all encompassing purity. He repeatedly saw and met the vast deities of the three roots in reality or in his dreams and received their blessings. 

In the year 1670, Nyima Drakpa Tsal saw Guru Rinpoche and received the prophecies and directions of the profound treasures of time, signs and so forth and explaining detail directions through his vajra speech. Although he had completely achieved the state of the Four Bodies of Enlightenment and even though sentient beings did not understand the value of the precious treasure teachings, his heart was captured by the fortunate ones, who had the keenness to enjoy the profound treasure. With his undaunted faith to spread Buddha dharma and bring benefit and happiness to sentient beings in degenerate times, in the year of the male Tiger as directed, he revealed the Three Roots Heart Essence from Sin Dzong Dorje Nying Dzong. He revealed Vimala Mitra’s statue and so forth. Moreover, he enjoyed in the display of appearances of purity. He had visions of the wisdom body of the Wisdom Dakini Tsering Dzomma always, if not often, which enhanced his meditation and practice. He took this wisdom dakini as his consort and immediately his realization became profound. Perfecting the radiance of inseparable bliss and emptiness all abandonment and cultivation arose in nature of great wisdom-bliss. Gaining power over wind and energy he traveled unobstructedly through rocks and cliffs, he flew like bird in the sky and space, he squeezed dry earth and rocks like soft clay leaving body imprint in them. He saw everything that was hidden or obscured without any veil through his omniscient wisdom. He could understand the realization of other beings and so on. Inconceivable signs and qualities of the path arose in his wisdom heart giving birth to infinite miraculous display and omniscience. 

Nyima Drakpa Tsal had innumerable students who received empowerments and instruction from him. To mention a few of them, they were: the 5th Dalai Lama, Ngawang Lobsang Gyatso, Trulpai Terchen Rigdzin Garwang Dorje, The Powerful Ngadag Nyakgyal Thangpa, Rigdzin Zilnon Dorje, Mahasiddha Ngari Odchhog Trulku, Mrawai Senge Gyalton Tulku, Dzogchen Ponlop Namkha Odsel, and so forth. Among the worldly disciples were King of Saale Jong Desi Sangay Gyatsho, King of Mongolia, Dala Bahadur Therze, King Sayi Tsangpa Gyasel, Great Ling Dorje Gonpo, Powerful King of Kham Derge, and many other kings and subjects form all walks of life which in number are uncountable. 

Nyima Drakpa Tsal nurtured many beings that he had heard and seen and made connection with many fortunate ones and led them into the path of maturation and liberation. In the future of this fortunate eon he vowed that he would come as the 40th Buddha, the one called as the Drachen. He will be powerful with immeasurable compassion and stainless wisdom and all that connected with him will be liberated from the cyclic existence. This is proved from the words of Guru Rinpoche, which says: 

My emanation, a noble being,
Nyima Drakpa Tsal of Kham.
Not separate from me, the Lotus-born.
There is no separation because there is no difference.
All with positive connections will be enlightened and content,
And even those with negative connection will end cyclic existence. 

So needless to mention more. 

We need to understand that apart from the appearance of their bodies they do not have any differentiation as explained in the profound proclamation. 

After demonstrating such vast and amazing miraculous display, seeing the end of beings to be tames, in the second month of the Metal Tiger Year 1710, Nyima Drakpa Tsal dismantled his form body to dissolve into the expanse of Dharmakaya and merged into the pure land of Lotus Light.  

Similarly like this, in every birth of his reincarnation, Nyima Drakpa Tsal displayed immeasurable enlightened activities and became like the sun blossoming the lotus nectar of Guru Rinpoche’s teachings. If one wants to learn more in detail of this great master it is explained in the text of his extensive life and liberation. 

Thus from the first Nyitrul until the present 7th reincarnation, his inconceivable display of enlightened activities for boundless sentient beings has never been diminished. All these enlightened activities are the natural perfection of his great aspiration and compassion. 

At present, the 7th Nyitrul Rinpoche is studying and receiving all the practices of profound Buddhist philosophy and rituals. 

Because of the lack of all sentient beings’ fortune, the great treasure revealer profound teachings could not be compiled together in the collection of Rinchen Terdzod, which slightly obstructed his enlightened activities. Moreover, later in Tibet when the great loss occurred his teachings became weaker. However, through the incredible kindness and guidance of His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama, all Tibetan Buddhist schools and traditions have been revived, preserved and flourished. Yet, the teaching of Nyidrak Terton is in frail condition like the flame in the wind. 

In this degenerate time when the teachings of the Buddha is diminishing, I am simply named Tulku Dhamchoe as the 3rd reincarnate of the 1st Shartul Karma Odsel Rangdrol, the main student of 5th Nyidrak Terton Phende Gyatso. Although, I do not have any qualities of listening, contemplation and realization, and lack intelligence and education, yet, I hold strongly onto this tiny pure motivation. While this untarnished golden lineage of series of Nyidrak Tertons and Shartul is alive in this century, I feel the responsibility to hold, spread and flourish the pristine breath profound teachings of the Dharma King Nyidrak Terton; the life force of the glorious Guru Padmakara, and the heart-essence of all Mother Dakinis and wisdom-holders. Therefore, I have totally decided and dedicated to serve the dharma and undertake any challenges and hardships. So I have eventually arrived in the noble land India. 

On the great opportunity and occasion to meet His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama, he compassionately instructed me with great kindness that if the lineage of such profound and special teaching were to come to an end it would be a great loss for all sentient beings and especially to those who wish to swiftly accomplish the state of omniscience. He asked me to provide and preserve these precious teachings and to be careful in this difficult time. His Holiness also suggested that together with the 7th Nyidrak Tulku, I should lead and take care of this precious lineage. Therefore, I have taken the responsibility to overlook the training and proper education of the 7th Nyidrak Tulku. 

For this purpose I have planned to build a monastery near Tso Pema, in Bir in Mandi District of Himachal Pardesh, India. This place is located about 50 kilometers from Dharamsala. It is a beautiful place where the summer is cool and winter is mild. This place is endowed with conveniences, peaceful and isolated, a place where meditation naturally develops, a blessed and fortunate place which is situated in front of high mountains, with green hills and valleys surrounded by beautiful trees and forests.

The land was given by His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama. In addition I purchased more land. Altogether the site is approximately 4 acres. On this property, a main shrine will be built, a dormitory for 150 monks, a kitchen and a food hall, a retreat center with 20 cabins and guest houses. In brief, a facility to accommodate 250 monks. 

Education and Training: 

Tibetan language and grammar, computer, poetry and composition, astrology, calligraphic and English language will be taught as basic monastic education. Higher Buddhist philosophy will be taught in Shedra – Buddhist College, and Drubdra – Meditation Center. Generally, monastery and Buddhist College are the source for preserving, spreading and flourishing Buddha’s teaching and realization. And listening, contemplating and meditating, teaching, discussing and composing and so on are the special field where the priceless qualities of temporal benefit and ultimate happiness develop. 

Finally, one of most important reasons for building this monastery is to preserve, spread and flourish the profound teachings of the great Terton Nyima Drakpa, and to educate the young generation of the 21st century. 

With this aim, I, the 3rd Shartul reincarnate, Dhamcho Gyatso, to fulfill the command and wishes of His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama and the above mentioned plan of sublime motivation, request your support and financial help to accomplish this. 

Sincerely, 
Shartul Dhamcho Gyatso

November 25, 2005

In Kathmandu, Nepal
